
Figure authored by Horizon Climate 
Group (2025) in association with 
NextGen Highways.

70
70

70

65

65

74

74

64

75

69

69

Indianapolis

Fort 
Wayne

OH

IL

KY

South Bend

Evansville

Bloomington

57

90

31

41

Planned Transmission & Prohibited Roads

Planned transmission projects

231 kV to 345 kV

346 kV to 745 kV

Transmission lines by voltage

Substations

≤ 230 kV

Co-located transmission 
siting rarely or not allowed

Co-located transmission 
siting allowed

Federal & state highways

HORIZON 
CLIMATE GROUP

August 2025

Reimagining Highways As Infrastructure Corridors
To Meet Society’s Needs

The Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) has approved hundreds of miles of 
new transmission lines across the Midwest, including projects connecting northern Indiana to 
llinois, Michigan, and Kentucky. The transmission “backbone” envisioned by MISO’s Long Range 
Transmission Planning process will also tie in to the PJM Interconnection to the east, which serves 
northeastern Indiana — further increasing the grid’s reliability and reducing long-term costs for 
consumers.

To preserve farmland and other private property from unnecessary development and 
streamline the permitting process, policy makers in Indiana can consider changing current 
policy to allow co-location of these projects in highway rights-of-way (ROW). 

There is no federal law currently prohibiting the co-location of transmission in interstate 
highway ROW, but Indiana, like many states, follows outdated industry guidance discouraging it. 
Longitudinal installations are prohibited on interstate highways and discouraged on highways with 
partial limited access, though they may be considered if there is no other reasonable alternative. 
(See Indiana Department of Transportation, Utility Accommodation Policy, Chapter 8.) The map 
below shows where projects are planned and highway corridors where co-location is prohibited.

Current Policy Landscape



Visit nextgenhighways.org to learn more and join the coalition.

Our Work
NextGen Highways is a collaborative initiative promoting the use of highways and other 
existing ROW as infrastructure corridors where electric and communications infrastructure 
can be strategically and safely co-located. We are building a coalition of energy, environmental, 
industry, and community stakeholders in Indiana to accelerate the development of transmission 
infrastructure that is critical to the state’s economy.

 
Indiana’s industrial sector accounts for almost half of the state’s electricity use, and growth in 
demand from manufacturing and data centers is expected to be significant in the coming years. 
By opening up ROW along all highways to allow for co-location of high-voltage transmission, 
Indiana can more quickly and effectively plan to meet its future energy needs, while reducing the 
burden on private landowners.

Co-location can also foster the development of electric transportation networks as well as 
modernized communications infrastructure. NextGen Highways is working with stakeholders to 
advance options for lifting the current prohibition.

Opportunities

Reduce overall cost 
through more efficient 
and coordinated planning.

By placing needed infrastructure in existing ROW, Indiana can:

Reduce the political, 
environmental, and 
permitting hurdles that 
stymie the development 
of transmission and 
communications 
infrastructure. 

Reduce the burden 
on private landowners 
asked to host society’s 
infrastructure.

https://nextgenhighways.org/

