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Reimagining Highways As Infrastructure Corridors
To Meet Society’s Needs

Massachusetts has ambitious energy transition goals. The state's 2050 roadmap identifies
new high-voltage transmission — including projects developed in regional coordination
with its neighboring New England states, New York, and Canada — as a key need to achieve
these goals.

To minimize the need for development on undisturbed land and speed up the permitting
process, Massachusetts state agencies and policymakers can consider opening up
transmission siting along interstate highways and other partially controlled access
roadways.

Current Policy Landscape

In 2021, the U.S. Department of Transportation issued guidance to all state departments

of transportation to open their policies for the co-location of energy infrastructure along
freeway rights-of-way. Current Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT)
policy allows co-location on state highways, but not interstate highways. The map below
highlights roads where transmission cannot be co-located, limiting Massachusetts’ options
for building out a modernized grid.

Highway prohibitions in Massachusetts
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Opportunities

The state's 2022 clean energy bill created the Clean Energy Transmission Working Group
(CETWQ) to examine transmission policy, and co-location was one of the group’s specific
recommendations. Additionally, co-location is supported by the bipartisan National
Governors Association as well as the National Association of State Energy Officials.

NextGen Highways is working to:

Help legislators and Work with stakeholders Ensure that co-location

policymakers implement — utilities, transmission is a tool available to

the needed changes to developers, MassDOT and Massachusetts to help

grant this authority. other state agencies — to the Commonwealth meet
ensure that interstate and its electrification and
other highway corridors decarbonization goals.

receive due consideration
for transmission siting.

Our Work

NextGen Highways is building a coalition of groups representing energy, environmental,
industry, community and other interests, who share a commmon goal in opening up
existing infrastructure corridors for transmission siting in Massachusetts.

Visit nextgenhighways.org to learn more and join the coalition.




