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Reimagining Highways as Infrastructure
Corridors to Meet Society’s Needs

Transmission providers are planning several projects across the State of lowa to maintain
a reliable energy system. To minimize the need for development on undisturbed land,
state agencies and policy makers can allow and encourage transmission siting in highway
rights-of-way and other existing corridors.

Barriers
IA DOT Policy

] The lowa Department of Transportation (IA DOT) prohibits overhead
w transmission in interstate rights-of-way.

While transmission is allowed in state highway rights-of-way, interstate
rights-of-way are typically wider and more able to accommodate transmission.

Planned Transmission & Highway Corridors

MISO, the region’s
grid operator, is
planning several
transmission
projects in lowa,
called Tranche 2
and JTIQ. Routes
are preliminary
and expected to
be sited in 2025. If
allowed, portions of
projects could be
sited in interstate
rights-of-way.
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Figure authored by Horizon Climate Group
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Cultural Barriers

IA DOT and transmission developers already coordinate to facilitate necessary highway
crossings and nearby alignments. However, processes and requirements are often not
clearly defined and can leave both parties frustrated.

Opportunities
IA DOT Policy

In 2023, Governor Kim Reynolds issued Executive Order 10, directing all state agencies
to review their administrative rules. To comply with the Order, IA DOT is updating its
Utility Accommodation Policy and have the opportunity to remove its prohibition on
co-location.

IA DOT can also update its rules, procedures, and fee structure to:
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(State Policy

If IA DOT is unable to update its policy, the NextGen Highways lowa Coalition may
advocate for policy changes to allow overhead transmission in interstate rights-of-way.

The coalition may also consider a policy that encourages transmission developers to
explore existing transmission rights-of-way, highway and rail rights-of-way, and other
\existing corridors before siting transmission on new land. Y,

Our Work L

NextGen Highways lowa is a diverse coalition of organizations representing .
agricultural, economic, environmental, labor, and wildlife interests with a common
interest in utilizing existing infrastructure corridors for transmission siting.

Visit nextgenhighways.org to learn more and join the coalition.



https://nextgenhighways.org/

