
Reimagining Highways as Infrastructure 
Corridors to Meet Society’s Needs

Transmission providers are expected to 
develop several transmission projects 
across the State of Iowa in the coming 
years. While these projects are critical to 
maintaining a reliable electricity grid, the 
projects may impact as many as 7,780 
properties, 6,112 of which are farmland.

There is a common sense siting solution 
that can lessen impacts on private property 
owners.

Siting transmission within existing infrastructure 
corridors, such as highway rights-of-way, can 
minimize the number of impacted properties. 
See how one planned transmission project 
connecting Marshalltown and Washington 
County substations could impact fewer private 
landowners if sited within highway rights-of-way.
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By utilizing highway rights-of-way, transmission developers can limit acquisitions of private land 
and instead primarily work with one landowner, the Iowa Department of Transportation (IA DOT).

In the example of the planned project connecting Marshalltown and Washington County, 
the currently proposed straight line route is 25 miles shorter, but directly impacts 97% more 
landowners than the potential highway right-of-way option.    

Through co-location, transmission providers can develop the infrastructure Iowa needs, while 
minimizing impacts to private landowners. Policymakers can promote co-location by removing 
unnecessary barriers and establishing a clear process for coordination amongst the IA DOT, 
Iowa Utilities Commission, and transmission developers.

NextGen Highways champions common-sense policy reforms to transform highways into multi-
purpose infrastructure corridors, driving transmission expansion, broadband deployment, and 
paving the way to a more integrated and efficient infrastructure ecosystem.  

Visit nextgenhighways.org to learn more and join the coalition.
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Figures authored by Horizon Climate Group (2024) in association 
with NextGen Highways based on the following data sources:

U.S. Geological Survey. National Land Cover Database (NLCD) 2019 
Land Cover Conterminous United States. June 4, 2021. https://www.
mrlc.gov/data/nlcd-2019-land-cover-conus.

US Department of Transportation Federal Highway 
Administration. NHS_2023-04-03. April 3, 2023. https://www.fhwa.
dot.gov/planning/national_highway_system/nhs_maps/.

Iowa Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management. Parcels_20170202. Data as of February 2, 2017. 
Accessed February 23, 2024. https://eoc.iowa.gov/arcgis/rest/
services/Public/AdminBoundaries/MapServer/0

MISO, “Long Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) Tranche 2.1,” 
December 2024, https://cdn.misoenergy.org/LRTP%20Tranche%20
2.1%20Fact%20Sheet%20Website666573.pdf
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